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TheElectropolis Museum
the history

TheElectropolis Museupened its doorsQatoberl992 in Mulhoyseith theupport
of EDFIt all bgan with a steam engine and an A@tgemgrich had been in use since
theeary20hc ent ury and didn't want to die &

1978

The Dollfus Mieg & Cie (D.kb@panin Mulhouse wanted to save a Sulzer steam engine
whichpowere@ BBC AC generator. Theviere built at the beginning @Otteentury

and had been standing idle for 25 yearsoripanygot in touch with tfiewnof
Mulhouse, ti&ociété Industrielle de Mulhdlse&hambre of Commerce and Industry and
EDF Variougpeople in these orgations mobilised and started to think about what could
be done to save what they consideloed part of Mulhouse's industrial heritage. This led
to the museum project and the beginning of a long story.

1980
TheAssociation pour le Musgdcdergi&lectriquAMELEC) was founded.

March 1983
Construction work began on the museum.

18 November 1985

With the help and adw€eaBritishspecialisin the restoration of steam engines, the
generating set was started up again. A few months |gersentexsto the political and
industrial organisations who were to provide the financial backing for the museum.

30 May 1986
The museum was named Electropolis.

6 June 1987
The building housing the-B&l@er machine and a small number of other mhi#eism e
was temporarily openetiegeneragbublic

19871990

Part of the museum was revealed to the public and a number of cultural events were he
During this period, plans were laid for further work on the musesmiid.ea®te

covers hich had been raisgdwhat was to be the Museum of Electrdawered

October 1992
On 3 Octoberthe museum, whose mission it was to enlighten the public on all aspects of
electricity, was finally opened.

1996

The museum wggantedhe statusf"Musée contrglédday "Musée de Franbg'the
French Museumsiministratiptierebyofficiallyecognising the quality of the museum's
collections.



July 2001
On T July, over 60t of entirely renovated permanent exhibitionasagrened tthe
public, which sdhe story of electricity from Antiquityl & teatury.

September 206May 2003
The museum was closed for extension wotkMag 2803, the museum reopened with
over 1006% of permanent exhibitiemistledElectricjtin the 20centuy "

DecembeP006

New permanenEl eghi b¢ i i psocké®ibspariall§pr childréni nd t
and parents. This exhibitiascopr oduced by the Cit® des s
EDF.

April2007
New temposaexhibition area.

December 2009

New per mand®mntviexhiwbiatt ih@n: 0
Bronze statue representing the Greek god Zeus by Robert Wiérick (1937), an extraordin
work of artlonated by the EB&undation.

Visitors can discover amgifre highimd tupine in thgarden.

2012

The documentation centre evas/agdin order to accommo@@®0additional volumes

of documents fromeformeEDF collectians

Part of t he <col | e dotainewstdrageduildigemmsmeesehe e t r a
standeds for presengcollections.

October20153 January2016
The museum is closed for repair$sfotober 20Emdreopes on 2T January 2016.

18h June2017

Julien Villeret is electsdPresident of the museum by the board of directors of the
maraging association. He has He=@ommunications Direofdhe EDF Group since
2014.

15" Novembe 2018

Afterclosing f@ week$o carry owtorks, the museum opens a new space embtety de
to innovatioas well agnergy and digital transitioth part of théour having been
modernized

Project2020
Continuation of the development study for the garden revolving around theirgallenges
energy and energy tithmis, due to open in the Surohaf20.



TheElectropolis Museum wholeghilosophy

The ambition of tBkectropolis Museus to "display the invisible" by bringing it into the
limelight. The idea is to interest, amuse and educate visitors in order to give them a chanct
better understand and appreciate their technolagicaiesm\so that they feel more at

home with it.

The museum tells greatstory of electricity through the relationship Man has had with it,
by following a chronological thread. It starts with the birth of the great ancient civilisatia
which treatdayhtning, the main natural manifestation of electragitgbakdivinityor

as an instrument used by the Gods to express their wrath. Then we move on through t
main steps in its appropriation by Man through to the present day, wherat dhectricity
heart of so many human activities.

This weknown and muabed chronological approach was a deliberate choice. In
contemporary museological practise, thes psofa@sfrom unique. At Etextropolis
Museumthe visitor follows a thempatigwhich isimple andasy to decode. Surprise,
innovation and invention stem on the one hand from the attempts to contextualise the subj
and on the other hand, from a totally original museographic and scenographic approach.

The scenographgkesthe visitor into atmospheres that evoke the metpoeksaf
knowledgat variougperiodsn history: the curiosity room, worlthiziesrival of digital
Elsewhere, the objects are presented in certain contextslassrddaieg room from
betveen the wags

TheElectropolisdMuseum a wholarchitecture

Built on 20000n¥ site, the initial building cubemeasuring5 metres by 25 by-25
houses the BESulzer machine. A new building with a dynamic shape now winds itself
around the ceibFour seraylindrical pavilions form the technological garden.

Designed by local Mulhdnasedarchitectralfirm AEA and Fanuele in Papsotadea
communicati@pace these buildings conth@permanent and temporary exhibition areas

as wellaall the museum departments. The aim of the architecture is to provide a fine settir
for the story of electricity.

The renovatiovok from2001to 200®noverl, 600 of permanent exhibition space was

the fruit of close cooperation between the 'mosaurstaff, two Canadian firms Plani
Museum (museological design and programming) and GSM Design (museographic desi
as well as the Mulhouse architects, AEA.

You know the history, you can see the decor, now we invite you to follow the history
electicity through the ages #oiquityo the present



TheElectropolis Museum
an exciting journey

Entrance hall

Ample volumes and an original decoration whet the visitor'&\rappgiressive
anamorphosis representing the Greek gogu&stiss the visitorThe museum sip

offers educational toys and books for alltegessit begins with an immersion into an
atmosphere of light and sound which invites the visitor to think about the source of electri
in nature and the energies of tmmorr

Thegreatmodelwith sound and light

The discovery of all the wondeetiaty begins withB&metre longodelfeatuedin

a newlight andound shawisitos arecarried along electricity's own path, from a seaside
town to a power statiaggh in the mountaifisey arguidedilonghis unusuélinerarpy

a dialogue between two teenpgaderinghe sources of electricity production, its new
uses and the transformations tfvans anditiesvhichare becomingcreasinggmart

The discovery of electricjfiyom Antiquity to th&d" century

Faur main areas deal with the following themes, staged in decors inspired by the perioc
visited present a verwelyapproach to the history of electricity, through audiovisual
projectiongnimations and new technologies:

- divine wrath In the ancient civilisations, lightning was always a source of fear and
mystery,whence numerous interpretations, beliefs and superstitions: certain plants, such
sweet bay, were thought to protect Mast éightning, which was also thought to be divine

as it was believed to be a creation of
almost 2.50 metres in height, representing the Greek god, Zeus, which is a donation to 1
museum from the EMB6umlation.A work of art commissioned byCtdmpagnie
Parisienne de Distribution dOEI el®44)y, i ci t ®
the statue of Zeus was presented for the first time in Paris in 1937 at a gigantic internatio
exhibitoiAr t s and Techniques in Modern Lifeo

- first sparks areadedicated to the pioneers of eleiriatgs de MilgYilliam Gilbert).

Here we are thel7h century, in the hushed atmosphere of a curiosity room whose display
cabinets are filled witlagures such as stuffed animals, fossils and amazing machines. So
many questions ! Does thean#yemttracts feathers when youheitmmean it has a

soul? Do all bodies conduct dischangesy extraordinary items have been adloed t
collections @hachines and instruments belonging to the pioneers of electricity, thanks to
loans from other regional museums and collections.

- worldly electricityvith experiments with static eledimiaifynel8h drawing room that a
demonstrator shows visitust as the abbot Nollet did, the extraordinary powers of
electricity. Few fields of knowledge have been built up with as much pleasure as that
electricity. There are so many strange phenomena to be observed: the wind effect of t
convective discharghe point effect, the machine that makes your bairestnd T h e

bravest of the visitors are awarded D@01 @8It diplorha



- discoverers of the invisibleith Volta, Ampere, Faraday and Gramriéh déwtury

saw a scientific and technaloggeolution with the work of Galvani and Vihzesrok
amateuelectriciangerely showing off were over. Knowledge was progressing thanks to the
rigorous observation of phenomena and debate between learned colleagues. The visitot
told their amnishing story, admires the objects born of their work, even hears them
explaining their discoveries thanks to the magic of sound or holovision.

Electricity revolutioeés industry and society in theh2@ntury

In a display where live presentatitiastions of extraordinary objects and domestic items
alternate with special and interactive &ftettiemes are illustrated in scenes inspired by
the periods visited:

-theWorld Fairera(18751920. The arrival of electricity in society prpfthardied the

idea of and the need for comfort. It made its first public appearance in 1881, at the Pa
World Fair. The visitors wereupedth enthusiasm for this new form of energy, which
fascinated as much as it frightened. But progress sl@as tar private homes were not
immediately changed by electricity. Firsnhdtistilialists needed to be able to produce,
transport and distribute the new energy. Dynamos, alternators, transformers and elect
motors would progressively revokitioistry. A revolution then took place in transport,
communications and lighting. At the end3fdietury, electrioitgs synonymous with

pleasure and enchantment. Even the ballerinas at the Opera wore luminous jewellery
stage!

-the electriclight: the incandescent hting (1879) The development and the
industrialization of the incandescent lighting by the American Thomas Alva Ediso
revolutionize the world of the lightthg, extd of thESh centuryThe electric ligfibally

entes homes. At this end of @ century,electricityhymes with pleasure and
enchantment. Up to the ballerinas of the Opera, who carry bright jelvels on stage

- the electricservants the arrival of electrical appliances in the home {{ISB2).
AlthoughFrance was electrified in the 1920s, subscribers were sobgptbeau

absence. SimilaHpusehold electrical appliances, although they seemed indissociable from
modernity, remained inaccessible to most FrenchVhemsgingcomfortably in Art

Déco armchairs visitors can view an early example of advertising, extolling the virtues
electricitand excerpts from the silent movie "The Electric House" made in 1922 by Buste
Keaton and Edward F. Cline.

Young and old alike can play "Ribouldingueslecessor of the pinball machine or test

their perspicacity by trying to identify some peculiar objects

- a new show revolving around the big StBB£ machinayhich provided a large part

of the energy supply of the Dollfus Mieg et Cie (DM@) Nadtwoyse, from 1901 to
1947. A new panoramic projection of three sdgagnghsee minutes each, takes the
visitor on ayoney back in time. "HmightenmentDéep withithe great machine" and

"A machine and men" arelit@d historicaéstimony, illustrated with humorous touches.
The moment when the machine is lubricated by a museum technician istuhgint visible in
light every hour.



The future is electrictheenergy challenges of thesXEntury

This new spaderdiscoveéngandengaging ireflection is dedicated to the energy
relatechallenges of thestZ&ntury anithe electricity consumpifcilmorrow. The
scenographsevolving around the digital waldd the visitor into the heart of
innovation, as thought todajgc@bare becoming rarer to leave room for questions
about major technological advances in the field of electricity. The visitor is invited
playandwonder abotie links between electrihigclimate and ur s oci et |
future way of life.

- The paserthroughwalls

The visitor is invited to observe a projeofiten &miliabjects, whose evolutioange
consistently markéeirtime Fronthe floppygisk tadhecloud, from the first computers to
ultraflatscreens, frotheincandescefampto theLED, these everyday objects mark the
symbolic passage into tlec@dtury.

- A digital big bang

New objects, new uses, new worlds, the digital revolution is under way! A large mur
presents four societal themteshconnected objects pridfoundlyransform: the city, the

home, health and mob#itgong other thinds wisitor discovers a smart gaming robot
whichaccompanies autistic children, the intenglight, aflying caprojet a smart

mirror .These themes and connectedtstwill be renewedularly

- Planetenergy

Planet energy invites visitoc®nsideour collective responsibility in terms of electricity
production and consumption and their impact on the future of the planet. What futu
solutions for laarbo electricity generation? What impacts for the climate? Located in the
heart of the new space, this mosaic of sgpealto the visitor through thsplayof

grandiose images and altegtastorical and scientific data.

- Smart Sky

Here, the vier is invited to curl up in |gegeerodg sizedeats facing a constellation of
screens. The animated film Smarfe&kyes'innovative actors" who are inspired by
history, nature, ancestral techniques or even tests or mistakes to inndwaid. The pat
creation are the result of projects based on teamtstaghand combine complementary
skills. The Smart Sky is an invitation tantheokaboratet is a messagentto the
inventor, the creator in each of us.

-Wat t dhe energy clek

The digital installation represeatgariation in national electricity consumption on a daily
basis.Superimposed on the representdtmrtiockyisualisig this load curve makes it
possible to access the impacts of human activities inbrgahlBméy compare them to
daysgone byThedigital installation is designed by designer and programmer Francgois
Brument.



- The games of light
Severasmall islanddlowchildren and their parents to have fun wathdilgimk about
thechallengefmcingelectricity through animations and interactive games.

Ki dan@r(35 yearsnon readeysThis theatre of illuminatesbes depicts electricity in
everyday life and displays the acti¥ifeome living in a neighbdrlasoChinese
shadowslhe young visitor chooses the season and the magic happens.

The artist Patrick Suchet designelirtily installatignan artistic photo bouwthich

reinvents the forms of graffiti and invites the Wiaiteraghoto takasing e light
paintingechnique. Upon leaving the bbetltan sed theitightcreation bg-mail from a
tablet and share it on sovslia

| draw with lighihvites the visitor to write or draw witlghtEdh laphosphorescent paint
wall.

Energy puzzle an interas® game board challengeimary andecondarschool
children to find the right combination of sources of production used to produce the electri
requiredo meethe needs of a city or a countnyygivartime

Other permanent exhibitions coetplthe chronological approach to thexavery of
electricity nowadays

What's behind the plug?

This play areadevotedo5 to 12/ear ola@hildren, and offers several experiments to
discover thaariousspects of electricity. Interactive exhibis, geal or owvsared
objects and video displays illustratis bédtand the plugis cgproduced by Cité des
sciences et dertlustrie angDF

The garden

An outdoor walk complements and enriches the visit to the twagawifiohs and a

plkeasant landscaped garden, the visitor can see some exceptional equipment, including so
real technologicalculptures; turatiernators, circuit breakers, disconnecting switches,
recti fi er sapndawinditurbine ampaghetriessnéneight.



TheElectropolis Museum
at the heart of the industrial history of Mulhouse

Mulhouse, at the heart of Western Europe, close to the Rhine and flanked by the tw
mountain ranges of the Vosges and Black Forest, has always made the best of it
geographitéocation, in the immediate vicinity of Germany and Switzerland.

As early as the second d¢fathel8" century, Mulhouse laid the foundations of its future
economic and industrial growth. The industrious and enterprising middle classes had crea
an ndustrial boom, thanks to printing on cloth. Amongst thiemri I2alifus, Samuel
Koechlin and Jedacques Schmalzer, three pwnafelindustry who would enable
Mulhouse to enjoy a remarkable period of expansion.

In thelgh century, the town'sastiructure developed and in 1839 the first railway line was
laid. As a result of this industtgEnsignthe city developed a particular interest in all
things technical, technological development and social progress.

An early example was the foundli®6 of tHeociété Industrielle de Mulh@Is8), an
association whose aim tegsomote progress for people, in culture and the economy, and
which even today wields considerable power and influence.

Mulhouse has always been a city of sciencegaess;pro was here that the first
Engineering schools were founded, Chemistry in 1822 and Textiles in 1861. This live
context of scientific and technical culture also led to the creation of a number of techni
museums such as the Museum of Prinied, Fabr\Wallpaper museum, the Automobile
and Railway museumsé which together make
heritage museums, welco6%50Q00visitors every year.

This unmatched potential and Mulhouse's rich industrial heritagéyntiaeedeal site
for theElectropolis Museunmwhichprovides an overviewingights int@9h century
industry, the transformations seerii tentury and the latest technologies



The Electropolis Museum thanks its partners

EDF, major sponso

Since 198EDF hagrovided its support in operating and invesimgElactropolis
Museum. The company has offered exemplary patronage from the outseteahd has
possible torea¢, develop amsiistairthe museum exploring all aspects afiglectr

¢
~, S €DF

Principalpartners

The museum benefits fcarporatesponscship and the support of public partners, united
alongside EDF (the major sponsor) in the AssocimiomaiBeslu Musée Electropolis
(Electropolis Museum Management Association).
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L'ELECTRICITE EN RESEAU

Odyss Elec
The story oElectricity. the network of iconic sites

In 2018, the EDF group launsheditiativedo promote its industrial heritage by offering
visibrsa new experience.

An artistic and cultural prageis gradually being rolled out on several emblematic
electricity heritage sites, includingleb&opolis Museunthe Kembs hydroelectric
poweplani&and the EDF Hydrelec Museum.

By bringing indog innovation and creabgetherthe EDF group tells an odyssey, the
electric odyssey, and invites you to discover the great adventures of electricity through
new programecalled Odyss Elec.


https://www.edf.fr/
https://www.edf.fr/

TheElectropolis Museum
in figures

Opened
3 Octber 1992.

Surface area
3,600 opened to the pulricludingermanemxhibitions; 728 n?
A 20,000 #rgarden.

Collection
Auniquesollection in Eurgpeastind 200 objects, 000 of which arediaplay

Reserves
2,786 m

Documentation centre

Specialinginworksand periodicals on electricity and its applications8hcernhey,
the documentation ceapen to researchers, igitbet comprehendipeary in France in
thisfield

- 9,500 volumes on electricity, science anddggchnolo

- over3,000 images,

- nearly 30periodicditles.

Seminar room
Capacity: 45 peaple

Staff
1l4employees

Visitor numbers:

2015 32423 visitors (January to September)

2016: 43505visitors (from®2January)

2017 39970 visitors

2018 34p83visitorgclosed froBh January th2h February and fr@®d October th4h
November)

2019 : 4360 visitors.

Press contact

Claudine Valeriani

0389 324850
claudine.valeriani@electrapuolis.

1C


mailto:claudine.valeriani@electropolis.tm.fr

TheElectrgolis Museum
opening hours

2020

The museum is open from Tuesday to Syfrday 10 am to 6 pm

Closed

- From %to 3% January,

- Mondays,

- Good FridaystMay, fand 1T November, 2and 26 December.

A trilingual museum
The texts and audio comments are translated into German and English.

Accessibility
For several ges, the museum has been working to improve accessibility for disabled
visitors.

Contacus
T+33 (0)3 89 32 48 50
reservations@electropolis.tm.fr

Web: museeslectropolis.

n ﬁ @musee.electrdipo
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TheElectrgolis Museum
ticketpricesfor 2020

Individual ticketnices

Adult a9

Child from 4 to 17 u4

Child under 4 free
Famly (2 dults + 2 children) u22
Student u4,5
Works council a75
Job seeker u4.5
Disabled u4.5
Teacher u4.5

Group rates
(over 20 people)

Adult u6.5
Childfrom 4 to 17 u35
Disabled u45

Guided tours available by appointment in French, German or English
(maximum 30 people)

Adult 048
School group 036
Disabled 028

Birthday parties
10 children and 2 adults 130

Cambined ticketvith the RailwBuseum (for individual or groups).
Combined ticketith the Automobile mus@ongroups only)

A Ville @
vélotouristique

Sud Alsace Museums

12



Electropolis Museum in pictures
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Electropolis Museum in picturesew area &he future iglectric»

UN AVENIR ELECTRIQUE

The future is elec®&EDF/Xavier PepEA

The fture is electriplanet ener@yEDF/Xavier PEREA

The fture is electriplanet ener@yEDF/Xavier PeREA The future is electacdigital bigang® EDF/Xavier PEREA

The future is electrnergy puzzle © EDF/Xavier-RBgy The future is electrecdigital big ba@dEDF/Xavier PelpEA

The future is electrmart sky © EDF/Xavier ARIp# The futur is electilici coher © EDF/Xavier FRH
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